CALLS STORY TABRICATION^ s / 

Clark Denies Rewriting 

Chicago Violence Report 

WASHINGTON (AP)— Atty. mission on Violence, brought direction, the report— particu- 
Gen. Ramsey Clark described advance copies to Washing- lariy the summary— was sub- 
today as “pure fabrication” a stantially rewritten, 

published report that the Jus- “ Walker report’s summary 

snecM ’'S? o'if "^^idSenS TRIBUNE said Clark blamed a “police riot” for 

Sg the^ DemocraS^ X his ( Turn to Page 13, Column 2) 



tional Convention. 

Clark acknowledged govern- 
ment attorneys received ad- 
vance copies of the report 
but said the department’s 
only suggested changes in- 
volved deletion of comments 
on cases under investigation. 

“The deparrment did not 
suggest the change of even 
one word in the summary,” 
he said. 

The Chicago Tribune said 
today that Daniel Walker, 
who headed the task force 
that prepared the special re- 
port for the President’s Corn- 
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triggering the bloodshed in the 
streets of Chicago last Au- 
gust. It said policemen, faced 
with the vile and severe pVov- 
ocation by demonstrators, re- 
acted with unrestrained and 
indiscriminate violence. 

Clark said, “If the facts of- 
fend the Tribune, it should 
suffer them silently rather 
than try to change truth.” 

He said he had never met 
Walker although by reputation 
“it is clear that he is an out- 
standing lawyer of unques- 
tioned integrity.” 

AND HE ADDED, “The 
i Chicago Tribune story is a 
pure fabrication.” 

He said the report was sub- 
mitted to the department a 
few days before its public re- 
lease for review by attorneys 
to guard against violating 
rights of persons involved in 
the federal investigation still 
under way into the bloody 
street battles. 

“The only changes made as 
, a result of this review, con- 
I ducted by attorneys con- 
; cerned with the investiga- 
! tion, was deletion as noted in 
'I the report itself of several 
I passages in the text directly 
i re’a-’ng to the department’s 
j pending investigation,” Clark 
i sa^d. 

The Walker report, in its 
section on police violence in- 
volving newsmen covering the 
street battles, noted that de- 
scriction of some of the in- 




j cidents had been striken from 
I the report because the Justice 
■ Department had the cases 
under active consideration. 

The attorney general also 
denied the Tribune’s charge 
he had supported Walker as 
special prosecutor in the fed- 
eral grand jury’s investiga- 
tion of the disorders. 

CLARK SAID, “The most 
meager education in civics” 
should m.ake it apparent that 
judges do not decide who the 
prosecutors shall be. 

The Tribune said in a copy- 
right story by Chesly Manly 
that it was advised by an 
authoritative source yesterday 
of Clark’s role in the final 
draft of the controversial re- 
port. 

'The Tribune said in a copy- 
right story by Chesly Manly 
that it was advised by an au- 
thorative source yesterday of 
Clark’s role in the final draft 
of the controversial report re- 
leased Sunday in Washington. 

THE REPORT was submit- 
ted by Walker, a lawyer v.'ho 
Crime Commission. 

According to the Tribune’s 
informant, Walker took copies 
of his report to Washington 
and .showed them to half a 
dozen persons, including 
Clark. The attorney general 
was not satisfied and the re- 
port — particularly the sum- 
mary, which accused Chicago 
police of unrestrained brutali- 
ty against demonstrators — 
was rewritten under Clark’s 
direction. 

A Justice Department 
spokesman confirmed in Wash- 
ington today the agency was 
given advance copies of the 
report and said Clark read at 
least portions of it. 

But he added the attorney 
general “did pot review it.” 

The spokesman said a re- 
view was made by staff at- 
torneys at a lower level who 
are working with the federal 
investigation of the Chicago 
clashes. 

’ “COPIES OF the report 
were brought over here a few 
days before it was issued and 
staff attorneys in the depart- 
ment did review it to make 
certain that it did not contain 
any material that would preju- 
dice the rights of persons un- 
der investigation. They re- 
viewed it for that purpose,” 
he said. 

I The published report noted 



by Clark for this role. How- I 
ever, the idea was rejected I 
by Chief Judge William J. 
Campbell of U.S. District 
Court in Chicago. 

Judge Campbell, 'who is di- 
recting the grand jury probe, 
said Wednesday the timing 
and motivation of the report 
compiled by Walker should be 
scrutinized by the grand jury. 

He questioned its being re- 
leased while the jury is hear- ; 
ing evidence. 

After failing to get Walker 
named special prosecutor, his 
backers, including Clark, then 
persuaded Dr. Milton Eisen- 
hower, head of the national 
commission, to put Walker in 
charge of the special task 
force to conduct an investi- 
gation of the convention dis- 
c'd srs. ^ 

When he delivered his re- 
port to Washington, the Trib- 
une sa’d. Walker also gave a 
copy of it to Life magazine 
which obtained it before any 
members of the commission 
had seen it. 

Walker, a general counsel 
at Montgomery Ward & Co., 
was. attending a business 
meeting and was unavailable 
for comment. 

THE STORY also ques- 
tioned whether the report is 
an official U.S; document. If 
not, the document would not 
be orivileged information and 
publishing firms spending 
large sums to get it out might 
be subject to libel and in- 
junction suits. 

“Since Walker did this for 
the commission under con- 
tract. the question as to 
whether his report is a privi- 
ledged document is fuzzy,” 
the Tribune quoted Joseph 
Laitin, information director 
for the commission in Wash- 
ington. “I can’t answer that 1 
question and I don’t think 1 
anybody else can.” i 

Members of the commission '■ 
went into seclusion today at ' 
a remote manor in northern 
Virginia for a three-day ses- 
sion to shape a preliminary 
report on its over-all study for 
the White House. 

The 13-member panel was 
named by President Johnson 
after the assassination of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, to make 
a far-reaching probe of Ameri- 
; can violence. It plans a re- 
I port on its progress before 
! Johnson leaves office Jan. 20. 



that' descriptions of a number 
of cases of violence involving 
police and newsmen had been 
deleted because the cases 
v/ere under active considera- 
tion by the Justice Depart- 
ment. 

The spokesman said Clark 
“was given a copy of the re- 
in 



port and he looked at parts 
of it. He glanced at it.” 

THE TRIBUNE gave this 
account of other background 
on the report and how it came | 
to be released Sunday: ' 

Walker wanted to be named | 
special prosecutor for a fed- ■ 
eral grand jury now investi- ! 
gating the convention week I 
violence and he was supported | 




